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IMMEDIATELY
CASCADE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD INCOME
EXCEEDS STATE AVERAGE
MISSOULA—

Cascade County has more persons per household than the other six most populous
counties in the state, according to a report issued by the University of Montana
Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER), Missoula, and the Montana Board
of Housing in Helena.
Information concerning household size and income is just part of the report,
which discusses the results of a BBER survey of housing needs and preferences in
the state.

The survey was sponsored by the Montana Board of Housing.

The average size of Montana households is 2.94 persons.
Cascade County is well above that, 3.24 persons.

Theaverage for

This is higher than the six

other most populous counties, whose household sizes range from 2.58 persons in
Yellowstone County to 3.21 in Flathead County.
Cascade County households also reported incomes higher than both the state
as a whole and those reported for the seven-county group.

Over 45 percent of

county households surveyed reported their 1978 household income was over $20,000.
The county's households showed a median income of $18,500, far exceeding the
state median of $15,800.
The influence of Malmstrom Air Force Base on the county figures can be seen
in the statistics showing that a state high of 87 percent of county households
are headed by men.

The influence of the base is also evident in the fact that

23 percent of the households surveyed reported living in other states five years
ago.
____________

(over)

CASCADE COUNTY—
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Despite high interest rates and inflated housing prices, Cascade County
residents still prefer living in single-family homes they own themselves.
Over 78 percent of the households indicated a preference for one-family dwellings,
and 82 percent reported they would rather own than rent.
The report shows that 67 percent of county households questioned actually
live in single-family residences.
population.

This compares to 72 percent for the statewide

And 63 percent are buying or already own their residence.

figure is 69 percent.

The state

Eight percent of the county's households live in mobile

homes, and the remainder reside in apartments and other multiunit structures.
A high percentage of the Cascade County households surveyed rated their
neighborhoods as "excellent" or "good."

However, a sizable portion reported they

were actually looking for other housing, or had considered looking.
insulation and overcrowding were two of the reasons given.

Poor

Using the survey

results to project actual numbers, BBER estimates that about 4,560 Cascade
County households would look for different housing in 1979, and 7,740 households
would consider looking.
Other interesting features of the report include the answers to questions
about residents' attitudes toward living in condominiums and mobile homes.
included is information concerning monthly rental and mortgage payments.

Also
The

report summarizes the information concerning the state as a whole, and, in
addition to those from Cascade County, data are available for the six other most
populous counties:

Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis and Clark, Missoula, Silver Bow and

Yellowstone.
Copies of the housing study report are available for $3 from the Bureau of
Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, Missoula, and from the
Montana Board of Housing, Mitchell Building, Helena.
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